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NHAT IS HOLDING UP 
E REVOLUTION? 


Weet has held uv the Revolution in Europe? At the outset of the war = in fact prior 
to it - the Revolutionary Workers League stated that the “war would end in Revolu- 
tion". We were emphatic in pointing out that imperialist war can be ended finally 
only by tho destruction of capitalism and that the militarists could be dissuaded 
tren continuance cf the military conflict only when the danger of social revolution 
begins to threaten the very structure of capitalism itself. 





These statements were incomplete and entirely misleading. From the point of view of 
temoo they are obviously wrong. History has introduced a corrective into our think- 
ing which - as sincere Marxists - we must take cognizance of. We must restate tho 
machsnical position of the past in terms of a moro fluid and dynamic approach to the 
problem. 


Capitalism can not resolve its problems by war or any other meanse Victory in war 
merely means that one power has gained a respite at the expense of another or otner 
pcewers, from the final eclipse cf the capitalist systom. It means that as a result 
of-tne markets for investment and export that have been stolen from other powers 
the victorious nation can stave cff a revolutionary situation for some time. The 
antagonism between cavitalist powers, however, while it is severe and serious, is 
aecessarily subordinated to the steueeie vetween clapses, to the antagonism between 
crpitalism as a whole versus the world proletarian revolution. No nation can risk 
war in the face of an impending revolution at home. No nation can continue war in 
tne courses of a revolution at home. 


6 and ebstractly speaking it is therefore correct to say that only revolu- 
tion can end ware It is also correct to point out that by and Jarge modern war is 
sc exhaustive to the internal economic structure of all powers that it brings on a 
e within evory nation. That is precisely what happoned in world war I. Let 
ug review that war for a few moments, to understand the relationship between imper- 
lalist war, on the one hand and revolution on the other. 


—) 


THO WORLD WARS, 


A general crisis existed in Burope in 1913, but not yet a revolutionary situation. 
Tie war delayed the development of the revolution and temporarily acted as a stimu- 
lant to the battered accnomies of Europee However as the eatastrophe continued one 
nation after another became exhausted. The plight of the masses was accelerated. 
General strikes broke out in a number of major citios in 1916, and in 1917 a full 
fledged revolution occured in Russia. The victory of the October Revolution in turn 
hastened the detorioration of the armies and cconomies of Europe, particularly in 
the camp of the Central Powers. Goneral strikes occured in January 1918 in Berlin, 
Vienna ard othor large cities. At tho time the German General Ludendorf, in chargo 
of the armies in the ficld, begged the Kaiser to sue for an "honorable" peace. Fin- 
ally in November tho revolt of the sailors at Kiel forced the Kaiser to change his 
mind end capitulate to tho allicd powers. | 
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The end of the war, however, witnessed the continuation of the revolutionary crisis. 
Revolution broke out throughout central Europe and the masses in Turkey and Asia 
started on the first lap toward emancinvation in ths east. The major powers, how- 
ever, were unable to intervene effectively in the situation. Mutinies in their 
armies, Vast strike struggles and here and there the organization of rudimentary so- 
viets (including one in Seattle, Washington) stayed the hand of the giant imperial- 
ists and made it necessary for them to rely on the troops of puppet nations such as 
‘Czechoslovakia and Rumania as the main force to fight revolution in Europe. The 
‘Revolutionary wave threatened to engulf all of Europe. From 1917 to 1922 it invol- 
ved Russia, Finland, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Bulgeria, Italy, the Baltic coun» 
tries and others. Repercussions of such struggles were felt in France and England 
to such an extent that vast expeditionary forces against these social upheavals were 
impossible. The counter-revolution had to content itself with financial and covert 
aid to the reaction in the various countries consumed by revolution. The war had 
truly exhausted the whole capitalist world and almost hurtled it into the lap of the 
proletarian revolution. Without tho aid of the Second International (and to a les- 
sor extent the mistakes of some of Lenin's adherents such as Bela Kun) the capital- 
ist system could not have stabilized itself. 


The experience of the second world carnage is somewhat different. In the very 

first days of the war the class war reached a high level. Workers in Warsaw took 
over administration of the city and its defense in the face of the cowardly and 
treacherous flight of the Polish government and military casto. Guerrilla movements 
bocame numerous throughout Hurope and actually succoeded in many instances (Paris, 

' Athens) in driving the Nazis out of big cities. Unfortunately these movements which 
catered to the aspirations of the masses for land and freedom were under the lea- 
dership of agents of the Allied imperialist powers. The capitulation of France was 
occasioned in large measure by the fear of revolution in France. Many strikes de- 
veloved in Denmark, Brussels, France and other spots during the war. The masses 
forced Mussolini out of power in 1943 and the beginnings of revolution repeatedly 
stirred in India. Civil war broke out in Greece. The class war never ended. 


It did not howover attain the proportions of the class war in 1917. Nowhere in 
Hurope, for instance, were stable Soviets established. Workers in Italy seized 
towns (and are still doing so) and factories, but no Soviets are being formed of a 
dual power nature as yet. More workers possess arms in Burope today than at any 
time in history, and presumably those workers will be banded into action against the 
imperialist and home capitalist oppressors in the near future. But as yet these 
masses function whero they do function merely on a guerrilla basis. They are not 
formed into open armed forces of an offensive-minded proletariat. 


The war, in other words, was not cnded by revolution (although the danger of it 
played somo role), as much as by a completo and shattering military victory by the 
allied.powers. Furthermore, since the end of the war there has been sort of a 
“sitzkrieg" in the development of the Qsvolution. 


This difference between the two wars is not fundamental. Quite obviously the forces 
moving toward revolution are developing in the direction of engulfing the whole 
capitalist world. The showdown between communism and capitalism is merely delayed 
for a while; it is definitely not eliminated as many simple-minded people believe. 
The difference is thorefore one purely of tempo. 


TWO POINTS OF DIFFERENCE 


In that respect it must be frankly edmitted that the prognosis of the Revolutionary 
dorkers League failed to take into account two factors that vitally affect tempo: 
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l= The overwhelming and complete victory of American Imperialism, which has. since 
actéd as a bulwark to prop up the whole system (UNRRA, loans, investments, gifts, 
military aid and policing). Not since Rowan dats has a hation gained so towering a 
victory. Far from being exhausted American economy was stronger by far at the end 
of the war than at its outset (although, of course, the seeds of decay are working 
within the system and preparing for a grand crisis). 

2- The treacherous role of Stalinism which was a far more effective weapon for the 
counter-revolution in this war than social-democracy (which aspired, let it be noted 
to equal treachery) in the first cataclysm. Stalinism survived the war. ‘The seeds 
of important class struggles are undoubtedly prosent within the Soviet Union and 
some of it leaks through the censorship; but here too the RWL was wrong on timo tom- 
poe Stalinism survived longer than anticipated. (On this subject other articles 
are being prepared for the INTERNATIONAL NEWS). 


" The victory of tho United States staggers tho imagination. Profits for the capital- 
ists jumped to three times the level of the best year in history, 1929 - from 9 bil- 
lions to 25 billions. Since the war they have gone up some more. American exports 
abroad tripled - from a monthly average of $244 millions in 1936-38 to $741 millions 
in April 1946. That does not include tho exports of Canada, largely owned by Amer- 
ican capital, which rose from $77 million to $106 million in the same period. Amor- 
ican trade to India-rose from $77 million in 1949 to $454 million in 1945. American 
investments in Great Britain rose to just about double what they wore prior to the 
were The United States forged ahead into one British market after another. She 
achieved parity with John Bull by gaining a joint oil monopoly in Italy. She dis- 
placed England completely as the world financier with billions of investments in 
China, India, Australia, Africa, Latin America and elsewhere. In the most practical 
sense America has conquored the world. 


She has destroyed economically four of her six rivals, Italy, Japan, Germany and 
France; and she has relegated to a subordinate position her greatest economic rival, 
Great Britain. Of the total of $1,733 millions in exports in the whole world in 

. Marcn the United Stetes percentage was approximately 46%. 


Tho strength ef the large corporations in the United States grew immeasurably great- 
er. The 63 largest corporations now have approximately $100 million dollars assets 
apiece, or more than the total held by all manufacturing companies in 1939. These 
63 corporations now have the equivalent in wealth of 72,000 small corporations who 
represent about 94% of the total manufacturing Senor one in the U.S. The United 
Statos was completely untouched by bombs or any real depression during the war. The 
upper crust of the population = 10% - saved an average of $10,500 apiece during the 
ware .Stocks rose from an index of 78.0 in 1941, a good year, to 140.1] this year. 

it is quite. obvious to everyone that no major industrial changes throughout the 
world are taking place withott American capital. 


Put into political terminology the difference betwoen world war I and world war Il 
resolves itself into this: 

FAILURE OF THE MASSES, PARTICULARLY IN THE UNITED STATES, TO SUFFICIENTLY UNDERMINE 
THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM DURING THE WAR BY THE STRATEGY OF REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISM HAS 
. MADE IT POSSIBL: FOR ONE OF THE MAJOR POWERS TO COME OUT OF THE STRUGGLE SO STRONG 
THAT IT IS ABLE TO TEMF O24RILY CARRY THE REST OF THE WORLD ON ITS BaCK IN THE STRUG- 
GLE aGaINsSt REVOLUTION. 


UeSe PROPS UP CuaPITaLISM 


Let no one be confused by this statement into fatalism. Tho war occured when it did 
onty because the. revolution in Spain and the treat of revolution in France were 
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pushed into the background. The war crisis, however, offered new opportunities for 
class struggle, particularly in the U.S. with its highly integrated economy, The 
"Communist" Party; with its control over such Unions as the CIO electrical, maritime 
farm equipment, and other Unions could have, with correct strategy, created a major 
stumbling bloc to the imperialist war. Stalinism, however, did just the opposite. 
It was the most militant force in defense of Wall Street's war. 


The combined imperialist wisdom of Franklin;Roosevelt, who carefully prepared the 
class peace in the United States for 9 years, and the treachery of the reformists, 
made possible the present favorable position for the counter-revolution in Burope. 


THE STRENGTH OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM IS TODAY THE MAJOR OBSTACLE TO REVOLUTION. IT 
HAS CREATED A TEMPORARY - BUT ILLUSORY - LULL IN THE WORLD CLASS WAR. It has creat~- 
ed in the minds of political simpletone the same type of thinking that surrounded 
the sitzkrieg on tho western front in 1939-40 ("this war. will be different, it won't 
be so blcody"). 


The fate of the revolution IN THIS HIGHLY INTEGRATED WORLD is obviously linked to 
ths fate of American imperialism. Failure to visualize the possibility of such an 
overwhelming victory on the part of Wall Stroet - mechanical thinking that ALL pow- 
ers would be exhausted on a relatively equal basis, rather than on the vory unequal 
basis that actually occured = led to our crror on tne question of the tempo of the 
revolution. But it did not and cannot eliminate the revoluticnary flare-up which 
is imminent in the present situation and which is merely awaiting the development 
of the crisis in the U.S. and the weakening of America’s countor-rovolutionary po- 
tential. 

DEMORALI ZATION 
In the ranks of all movements the failure of the European revolution to develop has 
played major havoc, both politically and organizationally. Trotskyism, for instance, 
has further cemented its wedding to bourgeois democracy following the end of hostil- 
ities, by support to the British Labor Party, by the demand for Stalinist-Socialist 
governments in BKurope, etc. Many organizations have just ceased to function. 
Others are merely putting forth left "democratic" panaceas. 


The RWL has not been free of this process. In our ranks has been manifested two 
revisionist tendencies = seemingly opposites, but in reality two sides of the same 
political demoralization and lack of faith in the development of the revolution. On 
the one hand a Marlenist study-circle tendency developed, which called for no work 
in the class struggle “in this pcriod" but study and polemics against opponent 
groups, particularly Stelinism. On tho othor hand an"“sconomist" tondency reminis- 
cont. of Stamm in 1938-40, which has made activity on a pure and simple low-level 
trade-union basis the axis of its orientation. This second tendency operates that 
we must go no further than the present workers’ level and that to doal with such 
problems as depression, impending war, opponents theory, etc. is vastly subordinate 
to the problem of “activity”. 


The various types of demoralization in the camp of the revolutionists stem precise-. 
ly from the revolutionary "sitzkrieg". Had the Marxists anticipated such a devel- 
opment the tide of demoralization would have been held back somewhat. But so o of 
-it is inevitable, just as there was an inovitable movement away from Marxism part- 
icularly in the camo cf German emigres whon the Nazi legions swept over burope. 


The overall picture is fortunately not nearly so black as is visualized. aA depres- 
sion in the United States within the next period is inevitable. Roal wages, accord- 
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ing to the National Association of Manufacturers, wore 9.3% lower in August of this 
year than in the same period last year - despite a boost in money wages. Hanry 
Wallace in his Labor Day speech predicted a devression in “less than a year". Tho 
stockmarket has been indicating a sharp break in the near future. Tho inflation-~ 
ary price situation is building up to major strike struggles at the turn of the 
yeare Partial récovery of nations in iiturope and Asta will cut into American exports 
and aggravate the situation. ) 


The révolution in Europe has been delayed. But when it comes it will develop with 
greater fury than any revolutionary wave in history. Just as the war "sitzkriog" 

w%3a prelude to the most devastating blood-bath in all history, so the "sitzkrieg" 
in the class war is a prelude to the most sharpened revolutionary wave in history. 
In the last analysis, economics determines the character and depth of war as well 

as revolution. The capitalist world today is more unstable fundamentally than in 

the past. It must succumb in the near future - possibly in months - to a wave of 

revolution which will eclipse in intensity the 1917-22 period. 


NOTE 


Comrades in Hurope are askod to please note that Jack Armour has beon representing 
himself as a delegate of the Revolutionary Workers League and the fnternational 
Contact Cammission to various groups and individuals. This is completely false. 
Armour represents no one but himself, and certainly does not reprosent our organi- 
zatione 


Because of the dislocations caused by the imperialist war, we ask all forcign com- 
rades to acknowledge receipt of International News 
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THE SOVIET UNION TODAY 


Many people would like to forget the Soviet Union because it is such a difficult 
problem to understand. Its continued existence is difficult for the capitalists to 
explain. It is a constant thorn in the side of the labor agents of the capitalists 
in the ranks of labor. It is the nightmare of every reformist and centrist. It is 
the deepest mystery for the liberals. If the Russian question is left out of any 
well laid plan, the plan becomes unworkavle. If the Russian question is incorpo- 
rated falsely in any plan, the plan won't last long. 





The complexity of the Russian question can not be brought to the surface by labels 
attached to it by outstanding writers of the different tendencies in the political 
movements. While all of these writers place the label of capitalism on the economy 
within the United States; all of these writers disagree as to what kind of economy 
we have in the Soviet Union. Some say it is socialist (communist), others say it 
is capitalist, still others won't ‘even label it; while the Marxists call it transi- 
tion economy between capitalism and socialism. Its development since the revolu- 
tion is a bed of quicksand for every false economic, political and social theory of 
the bourgeois and reformists. 


NeW WORLD POSITION 


Some people with tne best of intentions, but with the worst possible understanding 
of the problem, don't seem to realize the new position the Soviet Union holds with- 
in world politics. A comparison. of the world position of the Soviet Union aftor 
the first world war and after the second world war will throw some light upon the 
problem. 


in the first world war only the United States and Japan emerged as nations that 
gained from the war. In the second world war only the United States and the Soviet 
Union came through the destruction with eny gains. 


in the first world war Russia as one of the allied nations was defeated by Germany. 
In the second world war France was one of the allies defeated by Germany. 


Germany defeated Russia in the first world war, but the Soviet Union was one of the 
main contributors to the defeat of Germany in the second world war. The Red Armies 
marched into Berlin in the second world war instead of the fascist armies marching 
into Moscow and Lenirgrad. 


After the first world war the Soviet Union was surrounded by the following victor-— 
ious capitalist nations: The United States, Great Britain,’ Japan, France and Italy. 
After the second world war the Soviet Union is surrounded only by two victorious 
capitalist nations, one weak and one strong--the British empire in decline and the 
powerful American imperialists. In this situation the Anglo-American imperialists 
are trying to revive the defeated nations (France, Italy, Germany, Japan, etc.) to 
be used against the social revolutions and the Soviet Union. 


After the first world war the Red Army had to fight intervention on 21 fronts and 
lost considerable territory to the imperialists. But after the second world war 
the capitalists are in no position to carry on direct intervention now and the 
Soviet Union has extended its border and influence far beyond the boundaries laid 
down by the first world war. \ 
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After the first world war capitalist armies and white-guardist armies were fighting 
everywnere within russia. Today the Soviet army has a front line from the river 
Elbe in Europe to Port Arthur in Asia. 


There are other factors just as important but this will be sufficient to reveal the 
entirely different relation of forces on a world scale and the new position of the 
Soviet Union within the world structure. 


After the first world war antiesoviet nations surrounded the Soviet Unions; today 
Stalinist puppet nations surround the Soviet Union. This is not the best situation 
but it is not as bad as it was before. 


1939 AND 1946 


It is well to also consider the relation of forcas in 1939 when the second world 
war started and now when it is over. 


In 1939 there existed the three Axis partners of Germany, Italy and Japan, powerful 
forces of reaction. And there existed the United States, England and France, all 
three also having powerful fascist f-rces within. Today, after the war fascism was 
net defeated but the three axis nations were defeated and France was defeated and 
England is far weaker than she was. This has altered the relation of forces on a 
world scale considerably and the role played by the small capitalist nations as 
pawns of the big powers. 


With this background and this understanding kevt in mind the problems of today can 
be analyzed with far greater clarity and the moves of tho imperialists on the ons 
hand and the Stalinists on the other hand can be stri-nped of their propaganda cov- 
erings and seen for what they are really worth. With these above factors in mind 
let us take up some of the present day problems confronting the Soviet Union. 


SACRIFICE REVOLUTION 


In the first place the policy of Stalinism is warped and negative because they have 
replaced internationalism with nationalisms; Marxism with reformisms and tha exten- 
sion of the October Revolution with the theory of socialism in one country. This 
policy for Russia leads to disaster in the final analysis no matter how much success 
it has momentarily. One of the ultimate results is the Kremlin line of placing the 
national interests of Hussia above the interests of the workers in other countrics 
where Stalinism is strong enough to effectively help solve the crisis within these 
countries if Stalinism would use proper Marxian steps. Prior to the war and since 
the war revolutionary situations have been sacrificed for national Russien inter- 
ests. Likewise, in the puppet government countries of eastern Europe the Stalinists 
sacrifice the workers’ interests in favor of the supposed interests of the Soviot 
union, thereby woakoning rather than strengthening the final victory over capital- 
ism. The Stalinists will reply that the main defense is the Sovist Union. And we 
will answer that this is correct. The dispute is net over this aspect of the ques- 
tion. Tho dispute is over the question of How to most effcctivoly defend the So- 
viet Union and to extend the revolution. The international policy as opposed. to 

the nationalist stalinist policy is the most effective in the long run. 


Flowing from their nationalist Russian policy the. Stalinists are forced to compro- 

mise in the capitalist countries. And they follow the same false path to national 

patriotism. During the war the Stalinists' patriotic position in the United States 
etc., revealed this to the hilt. But in the countries of eastern Kurope where the 

Stalinists have the Soviet Army and are more powerful, their policy takes on the 


~” 
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form of Russian nationalism at the expense of the workers of these countries. If 
an international Marxian policy were adonted within the eastern European countries 
(to say nothing about the world at large) the majority of the population would be 
won over with great enthusiasm for the social revolution and the defense of the 
Soviet Union. 


But burocrats cannot be reformed; they must be removed. The Stalinists' burocratic 
handling of the Russian workers and peasants leave them no alternative; they know 
of no other way than the burocratic way to handle the workers and peasants of the 
countries they dominate in eastern Europe. In fact they foar democracy for the 
workers and peasants as much as they fear democracy for the exploiters. This na- 
tionalist policy and their burocratic education results in as much dictatorship 
against the workers as against the exploiters. Only when a working class leader- 
ship can distinguish and separate the opposites of dictatorship against the exploi- 
ters and democracy for the exploited can there *“e genuine results. On this Marxian 
basis no iron curtain is needed against the yellow journalists of the capitalist 
nations; the genuine democracy among the masses is a thousand times stronger than 
an iron curtaine 


AUSTRIAN DEBACLE 


The Stalinist policy in Austria reached a new low level of Russian nationalism when 
they ellowed the American representatives to outmaneuver them and put them in the 
corner. The Amercian representatives esked for the nationalization of almost all 
the important industries of Austrias while the Stalinists wore placed in the posi- 
tion of veto--in order that they may obtain great quantities of reparation. Ameri- 
can statesmen tried to prevent this and to keep this wealth in austria. A Marxist 
would counter the American move, not with nationalism which robs the nation of its 
wealth and at that a nation subjugated by Hitler and forced into war. They would 
counter this American move by nationalization of industries under JORKERS CONTROL 
OF PRODUCTION. This would place the capitalist Americans in the most embarassing 
position possible and could be used as a lever on the road to power. But Stalinism 
is incapable of such progress. dust like Green, Woll, Lewis and the other labor 
fakers fear the workers more than they fear the capitalists, and cannot allow dc- 
mocracy in their unions, so too, Stalinism fears the workers and their democracy 
and cannot allow workers control of production. 


UNITED STATES OF EUROPE 


Or take the latest speech of Churchill at Zurich when he advocated the modern ver- 
sion of the old capitalist United States of Surope. Naturally the set-up Churchill 
proposed with France and Germany as leaders (uncer Anglo-Arerican domination) was 

a move against the Soviet Union and against the policy of the Russians in eastern 
Burope, to say nothing of the Stalinist parties in «estern Europe. The Stalinists 
did not know how to reply to this. Their false nationalist, non-Marxian policy and 
false policy in.eastern Hurope kept them tongue-tied. Marxists would counter this 
reactionary Churchill proposal cloaked in liberal form by proposing the Socialist 
United States of Europe. The section of surop: under Soviot dominztion alroady has 
over 100 million people, a third of the population of Hurcpe, and even if necessary 
to resort to a vote in all the countries of Surope the workers -under a GENUINE - 
workers united front with Stalinists as part of it could muster the majority vote 
for such a socialist plan va. the Churchill plan. It would be an ideal propaganda 
campaign in Europe and internationally against growing reaction and fascism and for 
the socialist solution: of the decay of capitalism. 
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These nationalist weak and sloppy power nolitics moves of Stalinism must be consi- 
dered in the light of her world position after this war. If the Soviet Union was 
as weak as in 1917 we could understand these frishtful moves even though we would 
condemn.them and even though unéer Lenin and Trotsky no such dilly-dally false 
moves were made. Today however, the Soviet Union is the number two country emer- 
ging out of the war destruction. Only the United States is capable of challenging 
her might. This favorable post war position of the Soviet Union RELATIVE to de- 
cay world capitalism, even though there are weak and negative factors at work with- 
in the Soviet Union, (such as the need to reduild 90 billions in wealth destroyed 
by war) is not the result of Stalinist policies. It ig the result of the strength 
of the nation, of the workers and peasants organized on the basis of transition 
economy, rather than Se esau: economye Just as one can say that in spite of all 
the blunders of Trumen's gang of Wall Street servants the United States.still re- 
mains the strongest each on earth, so the Soviet Union is in its present relati- 
vely favorable position despite Stadinism and its treacherous policy. 


The United States and the Soviet Union are the. two: most powerful countries in spito 
of the blunders and Truman and Stalinism. “ 


INsVITABLE CONFLICT 


The Soviet Union and the United States are the only two countrias that have extend- 
ed their geographic position to new areas. The United States has now made the . 
Pacific an American lake and has extended her front from Manila to the Asiatic 
mainland and has become the watchdog of capitalism in the European waters with her 
powerful navy, to say nothing of her land forces throughout the world and the Al- 
mighty Dollar. 


On tne other hand the Soviet Union has extended her borders to includo important 
and large areas in Surope and Asia where she uphods puppet governments. The ex- 
tension of ¥ne October Revolution hag taken on a peculiar form and 8 warved form 

in parts of finland, Poland and Rumania as well as Esthonia, Latvia and the Asiatic 
area rewon from Japane Nevertheless it is the extension of the base of the Octoher 
Revolution and part and parcel of the development of the struggle between world 
capitalism and a workers order. 


A new round of small wars and larga revolutions are in the making as e prelude to 

either the victory of socialism or a new third world war and an open attsek on the 
Soviet Union. These two possiblo variants most likely will be combined as a com- 
plex single variant. In our next article we will take up the question of Revolu-. 
tion and the so-called third world war. 


(10-12-46 





: 5 % ; 

The Revolutionary Workers League has no connection with a group of individuals who 
publish a glorified trade union sheet known es "Labor Views" in Chicago. -This 
groups consists of a fow workers who split from the Chicago Unit of the Leaguo on 
"localist, economist" positions. Material dealing with the political issuos will 
appeer in carly issues. 
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FRENCH TROATSKYST CONGRESS 


(We publish below excernts from a report oh the Congress of the French 
Trotskyites. A number of lessons should be noted from the report. First 

that it is possible for a small group to increase its membership by 4,000% 

in a pre-revolutionary period. Secondly that on the basis of a firm Marx- 

ian program the growth would be even more phenomenal. Third that Trotskyism, : 
while making organizational progross, continues its role as a left tail to 
‘bourgeois democracy and in support of bourgeois democratic governments. The 

new espousal of a “workers and peasants" government is.no different in con- 

tent - although it has minor differences in form = from the old slogan of 
CP-SP-OGT government.) 






Seven months after their 2nd Congress, tho French Trotskyists held their 3rd Con- 
gross in Paris from September 7-10. 150 delagatos holding 103 mandates and repros- 
enting most of the regions of Franco attended. 


Starting with five groups the Congress boiled down to two nearly equal major and 
ono minor grouping: 1 - the new majority (former minority) with 52 mandates led by 
Geoffroy, Crepcau, Damaziere3 2 - the old majority with 46 mandates led by Marcoux, 
Frank, Marins; 3 - a tiny group with 4 mandates led by Guerin. 





In the seven months separating the 2nd from the 3rd Congress the Trotskyists came 
out of hiding and increased publication of a legal “La Verite" until today their ! 
paver propably reaehos 50,000 copics weekly, a majority of which are sold, about | 
1/5 to 1/3 distributed freoly. | 





From an almost total lack of organization during the war when "La Verite" of Sep-~ 
tember 13 states they had then about 30 members, today the French Trotskyists have 
some 1,200 members. . 


Part of the Left Opposition to 1933, the French Trotskyists created a Communist 
League from 1933-35, then broke into two groups, proclaimed the 4th International 
with others, went into the Socialist Party and 2nd International but were driven 
out, wont in again and were driven out again, declared the 4th International exist- 
ed again. Its two groups, POI and PCI fused in 1943 with the Group Octobre. At 
one time the French Trotskyists even entered Marceau Pivert's PSOP (Workers and 
Peasants’ Party), since disappeared. | | 


With members in the Unions, the Trotskyists participated in the postal, printing 
and some other strikes, and have a left wing fraction in the Grade School Teachers 
Union. Ina "Front Ouvrier" with left Socialists, Anarchists and others, the Trot- 
skyists helped create Le Comite National de Greve in the July-August Postal strike; 
but the Party has little influence in the Trade Unions. Leaders of Le Comite Nati- 
onal de Greve who were tied politically to support of a SP-CP-CGT government capit- 
ulated to government promises before the Postal strike could have become the most 
significant breach in ,Stalinist leadorship of the CGT since the Congross of Limoges, 
and could have led an open strike struggle against the government. Worse still, Le 
Comite in calling off the Postal strike betrayed their mandate from tho postal wor- 
kers to continue the initial token 10-hour strike when they called off tho strike. 
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In their election campaign for a "million votes," the Trotskyists received 45,000 
votes which one delegato correctly reports “has no precedent in the history of the 
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Trotskyists movement." In the May 5 vote o: the referendum and the Constitution 
however, the Party had taken the position of "oui" which the 3rd Congress confirmed. 
Though a minority were for “non" and a tiny few for writing in a blank ballot ag- 
ainst both "oui" and "non" (like Guerin) and even for boycott, the Trotskyists fail- 
ed to distinguish their vote from that of the Stalinists. 


THE NEW POLICY 


Though now and old majorities differ over characterization of the post-war period, 
there is very little difference over basic political approach. The old majority 
which had led the Party with the slogan "SP-CP-CGT government to power" now ex- - 
plains that such a goyernment can become “a workers and peasants government" only 
by a “rupture of the governmental coalition with the bourgeois parties." 


Guerin says this slogan of SP-CP-CGT government is “confusionist,” that it breeds 
"illusions," that the position of "oui" in the referendum “has been the logical 
consequence of this slogan and that it constituted in sum a workers front with the 
traitor parties on their program.” 


Rejecting the old slogan of a "SP-CP-CGT government which was the formula of the 
second congress," the new majority raises the slogan of a “workers-and peasants' 
government supported on the armed masses and organized in committees." Such a gov- 
ernment it calls "a form of the dictatorship of the proletariat." However despite 
its characterization of the period as one of bourgeois political and economic stab- 
ilization with Stalinist and Socialist aid, the new majority offers no political 
reason for rejecting the slogan of SP-CP-GGT government and its replacement by in- 
creased emphasis on the united front to expedite rupture of the coalition with the 
bourgeois parties towards creation of a “workers and peasants government." 


Both new and old majorities support the “constitutional program" of "democratic" 
demands: single, sovereign assombly, revocable and elected, with proportional re- 
presentations suppression of church schools and state control of all schools. One 
delegate, Mestre, declares that since the working class is not ready to take the 
power today “we must defend what is valuable in bourgeois democracy." 


There is no sign in writing that the néw majority disagrees with the old- majority's 
"democratic" demands: election of magistrates and all judicial, military and admin- 
istrative organs; dissolution of the army, of the-.police, ut the garde mobile; arm- 
ing of the pvoople (not just the workers}) 3 military instruction of workers “under 
trade union control" and "reconstitution of the gardes civiques." 


The "gardes civiguos" formerly called “garde civiquo republicaine”™ or "milice pat- 
riotique" was formed by the Stalinists within the bourgeois controlled liberation 
movement during the last stages of the war. At that time the Trotskyists called 
the "“nilice patriotique" tho embryo of workers armed power; now they are for its 
reconstitution » 


Military instruction undor trade union control can mean only control by. Franchon 
and the Stalinists who dominate the CGT. Guerin alone is ealling for creation of 
“workers solf-dofense groups,” at the same time in his speeches rejects military 
instruction under Trado Union control and orally calls for military training “under 
the control of grade school teachers" ("sous le controle dos eo). 

Class will now begins Once the Trotskyists started supporting the French stato 
schools, Professor Gucrin has a natural developmont of the idea. 
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Chief feature of the Congress is great emphasis on the United Front by the new majore 
ity as "the best means to show the workers..ethat its program is the only correct 
onee" It calls for “linking each demand to tie transitional program; to place in 

the forefront workers control as the. bast means of guaranteeing the advantages ac- 
Quired in undermining bourgeois power 


All three grouns accept “workers control” and “nationalization.” ‘While criticizing 
the majority and minority ("nationalizations do not change the structure of the 
bourgeois state") Guerin dotlares that the slogan for "nationalization without com- 
pensation" cannot be raised in goneral but only in specific cases and that even 
then: "It can in no case be separated from the slogan of workers control." Essen- 
tially the Party-supports nationalization "with prudence." (NOTE: To clarify its 
attitude, the Fronck Catholic Church published its support of nationalization "“with- 
out excesses"). Nono of the three groups indicates how workers control can mean 
anything so long as the bourgeois state stands. 


ONE DAY ON THE SOVIET UNION 


On the USSR new and old majorities wore so evenly divided and their ranks so inter- 
twined that rather than risk a rupture at the 3rd Congress, a discussion period was 
opened and the entire question was delayed for six months to the next world congress 
of the IVth International. 


Geoffroy of the new majority defended the official positions "In practice the dif- 
ferenco with those who defended the thesis of tho ‘social revolution’ is reduced 
thorefore to a purely terminological disputo. In times of ‘peace' in effect the 
task of tho revolutionary overthrow of Stalin knows no adjournment. It is constant- 
ly on the order of the day. In times of ‘war' or rather in times of direct military 
action against the USSR by one or several capitalist states, entirely conducting 

our revolutionary propaganda against Stalin, while entirely demonstrating to the 
masses the necessity for his ce Tee we postpone this task for the ‘following, 
nearest possible stage’ (Trotsky) ." - 


My 
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In a world where the next war will appsrently be petueon the SU and: US imperiali 
Geoffroy dares to call defense cr defeat of the USSR a “purely terminological di 
pute." With his postponement of the revolution against Stalin, the stratezy of 
class struggle during war and peace is subordinated to and. replaced by military 
actions; two entirely different stra ategies, onc for war, another for peace replace 
the pormanent revolution; on the window goes the political revolution against 
Stalinism. In its place is “conditional defense" which means the real strategy is 
support ("critical") of Stalinism during war. 


Opposing defense of the SU, Montal says: "Neither capitalist nor socialist nor 
even in motion towards ono of those ae forms, the soviet economy pres ante. a new 

historic type." A third decisive class in addition to bourgeoisie and. proletariat 
lurks behind his conception. Instead of a state representing end being the instru- 
ment of a class, the class, the burocracy and the state become an-identity in this 
confused conception. 


Calling the SU “burccratic imperialism," Guerin apparently opposes defense: "The 
yolitics of the USSR in effect.resemble more and more that of imperialist countries’ 
He cites Tran where a joint Irano-Soviet Oil company was built in which the SU 
possesses 51% of the control and extracts 51% of the profits. ~° ~~ 
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GUERIN AND INTERNATIONALISM 


In one of his speeches Guerin showed how “left" he is. Ho called for having a gon- 
eral conference of the IVth Intcrnaticnal te bring together the two Trotskyist 
groups in the US; the tiny socond Trotskyist Group in France (L'Union Communiste 
which publishes "Lutte de Classe"); and the Italian Partito Communista Internation- 
elista (Bordighist), admitted by Guerin to be stronger thai the French Trotskyists 
(it has over 4,000 members); and others. : 
Since: the Bordighist Party participated in the June 2 clections in Italy and parti- 
cipated in the trade union struggle, Guerin stated it “has no divergences with the 


Trotskyists." Obviously he has not read either the Italian Bordighist's "Battaglia . 
Communista" or "Promet¢o" or even the irregularly published Trotskyist Italian ver- 


sion of the "IV International." Where the Bordighists denounced the Italian Repu- 
blic,-the Italiar Trotskyist press called for voting for the Republic anf for the 
United Front with the Stalinists who are part of the Italian government. 


How Guerin imagines that defensists and defeatists in re the SU can remain in one 
IV International is one of the deeper mysteries of French politics. This Guerin 
concept based on the general Trotskyist orisntation towards unity and more unity on 
minimum progrems has widespread currency in their organization. Sometimes it is 
put a little differently: The task, say these people, is to build a now First 
International to include, as did the First International, all groups to the left of 
the Stelinists and the right wing Socialicts, on a general program which will not 
offend too many people. The thesis fails to recognize that the historical period 
is different with capitalism no longer progressive, that even in Marx's time tho 
anarchists already had to bo excluded from a Workers International. After the col- 
lapse of the 2nd and 3rd Internationals, thcre can be no going back tc Internation- 
als with minimum programs with obviously diverse tendencies. 


WHICH WAY FRENCH TROTSKYISM? 


The 3rd Congress reveals that none of the fundamental tenets of Trotskyism is in 
any danger of change. 


Rejection of the seven month old Second Congress slogan of "SP-CP-CGT government to 
power" and its replacement by the slogan of breaking the SP-CP-CGT coalition with 
the bourgeois parties to form a “Workers and Peasants Government" signifies no pol- 
itical change. Despite a large French peasant population it ig not possible to 
tear this slogan out of its historical milieu in backward countries and declare a 
"VJorkers and Peasants Government" applies to an advanced, industrial country like 
imperialist France. This is nothing but the old Brandler (1923) form of left- 
capitalist government. 


During the May 5 referendum the Trotskyists were indistinguichable from the Stalin- 
ists. In the coming elections the Trotskvists will again be indistinguishable from 
the Stalinists. 


A. 


INTHANATIONAL NEWS Page 14 


THE GREAL AMERICAN 
vy Tt 


Cne of the most difficult problems facing Mr. John Doe is the task of obtaining 
the truth about his standard of living. He is bombarded on all sides with super- 
iority complex arguments, and therefore, highly resents anyone telling him that 
his standard of living is low for his productive ability. This myth is fed to him 
by and for the interest cf the powerful financial monopolists who dominate the 
life of the country. It is a propaganda war carried on to keep John Doe and his 
brothers misinformed in the name of a free press. 
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The lower middie class and the upper layers of the working class are the most loyal 
exponents of the monopolist myth about ° high standard of living. The skilled 
craftsman and layers of professional workers and the labor agents of the bosses in 
the worker's ranks all profit by siding in with the monopolists. 


When John Doe looks to the government agenc‘es for guidance he finds columns of 
figures that are more misleading than clarifying. Different government agencies 
issue different figures for the same problem. Ecnonmists use these figures to 
twist them into all shapes and for all purposes, for anything but clarity. But no 
matter how skillful these lying pronagandists are the high standard of living can 
only remain a myth for the majority of the American people. 


A Federal Reserve Board survey shows that more than 50 per cent of all the familios 
in the United States are forced to exist on annual incomes of less than two thou- 
sand dollars a ytar.e Over 23 per cent of the American families must try to live on 
less than one thousand dollars a year. w#/e know that these John Doe s and their 
families are not counted among the 400. 


How can anyone talk about a high American standard of living when over 50 per cent 
of the families eke out an existence on less than two thousand a year at present 
inflationary prices? Several reputable committees have etablished budgets of from 
three to four thousand follars per year as the requirements of a family of four 
‘just to live at the ‘evel of decency. If they want a few extra things in life the 
wage earners of the family must bring home more money than the above figures. But 
these figures are about twice as high as the yearly wages obtained by the majority 
of families. These ratios are besed upon present day "high" wages and present in- 
flationary prices. 


Another fact to be added to the problem which will reveal more moth holes.in the 
high sterdard cloak of respectability is the question of savings. We hear so much 
talk about the big war plant earnings and the great amount of war bonds and war 
savings the workers and returned Gel.'s have stored up as a nest egg. But fact 
again dispel this mirage. No-one can ueny that the savings of the Amsrican people 
has increased enormously during the war. But to have money in the banks and in war 
bonds and to say that this belongs to the American people is preposterous. 


The Federal Reserve Board figures reveal that 12 million families ‘were. unable to 
save even a red penny during the war. These figures also reveal that over 50 per 
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cent of*the fdmilies were only able to save 3.5 ner cent of the national savings; 
while less than 10 per cent of the families hold 6) per cent of the savings and 
war bonds. The redemption of ae bonds is so enormous that this lower 50 per cent 
of the families have already used un their wer savings. 


Bven more light can be thrown on croblam if we see where Mr. John Doe fits into 
the picture of profits ring and after the war period. After the deduc- 
tion of high wer and excess taxes tne pr ofits of the americen industries from 1940 
to 1945 wae over 250 rer cent above the pre-war level. On the other hand, produc- 
tion in the same period had increased by 22%, and the number of hours of work per 
worker hed-increased. But the incrsased MONEY wage in the same period could not 
keep pace with the-increased cost of living. The REAL wages of the °: workers declin- 
ed as war progits, production and working hours increased. 
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Let us again recall that our figures are NOT based upon the highly skilled craft 
workers who are the minority of the population. Our figures are based upon the 
earnings of the majority of families, the more than 50 per cent, who are excluded 
from the high standard of living enjoyed by the middle class layers, the skilled 
craft smgn ane een labor agents of tne cavitalists 


A check-up on the cost of living figures will round this picture out and 
explode the great American myth: 

The Bureau of Labor Statistic claims a 32.8 per cent rise in the cost of living 
since 1939. 

The war Production Board claims a cost of living rise of 52.3 ner cent since 
1939. 

“The Department of Agriculture figures reveal a 62.5 per cent rise in the same 
period. | 

Tho AeF eof LeneC.£.0. special committee presents a 62.5 per cent increase. 


The most unfair figures (to state the case mildly) are presented by tho Bureau of 
Labor, which is supposed to look aftcr tho workers welfare. For example, the 3u- 
reau of Labor figures obtain this 32.8 per cent rise by Listing the rent increases 
e Se9 per cent over this period. This is such a brazen lie that over 51 per cent 
of the American families can be witness to th@ fact of:a far greater rent ris 
sincs Tt The rest of their figures is also false. The Bureau of Labor figures 


aré an insult to the raturning G.I. ¢ and American workers. 
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Furthermors ne ficures do not take into consideration many variable factore 
that canrot he measured in price fluctuation of commodities. In the cost of living 
ae the Se. follow! ng variable factors must be considereads 
- The deterioration of the guality-of commodities 
scearcity or absence of low priced aaa an 
3+ Necessity to purchas s€ expensive sudstitute for those not odtained. 
4=- Black market prices 
o~- Housing shortage ee an increased number of daily end weekly rates. 
$= Housing shortage which shifts repairs and upkeep on tenents. 
7- The boycott of big ousiness and its sit-down strike against the OPA. It has 
disorganized production and is withholding commodities from the retail markets 
S- The list of commodities selected by the Labor Department to obtain its seee 
of living index. dces not rev.al a true picture for the majority of families. 
The list of citics selected by the Labor Department to obtain its cost of 
living index does not reveal the whole picture. 
1l0- The increased taxes paid by each family per year are not considered. 
ll- The war and post war adjustments and housing shortage causing increased 
travelling by workers, soldiers 4nd their families. 
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It can be shown that even the AF. of Le and the C.I1.0. figures are conservative 
and do not takes into consideration all of the important factors. The labor union 
economists were also duped by the "rules" laid down by the exploiters’ ralse meth- 
ods of statistical analysis. 


After all is said and done the cost of living index means next to nothing for the 
20 per cent of the families earning less than two thousand dollars in yearly wages. 
90 long as the distribution of the wealth of production is crganized as it is, the 
fight for a lower cost of living and the consumers fight for price control and lower 
prices is so much wasted enorgy that can result in no gains of importance. Only 
when labor, through its unions, at the voint of production forces through wage in- 
creases and a sliding scale directly hooked up to the cost of living index can 
there be some real immediate demand gains that are lasting. And on this basis the 
cost of living index must establishea fair (statistical method) set of rul@s, so 
the actual rise can be obtained each month and not the fake cost of living index 
that is bantered around now. 
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Note: Any reader who desires more details on the quotations presented may obtain 
information by writing to the editors of the publication. 


THE FOLLOWING PAMPLETS ARE AVAILABLE: 
WHY THE KWL? 
DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM 
REVOLUTION Or WARS FOREVER 
SOLDIERS GET FREE GRAVES 


WRITE TO: 


DEMOS PRESS 
708 N. CLARK ST. 
CHICAGO. 106... Ih 
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CHANGES IN BRITISH EMPIRE 


Strange things are going on in the British Empire these days. Chinese and Indian 
residents of Malaya have now been given the right to become citizens and participate 
in the legislative counsels. 





Britain has offered independence to India and its troups will soon - presumably - 
withdraw from Egypt. 


According to reports Ceylon is to have "virtual self-government" in internal oef- 
fairs. The elctorate in Burma is being tripled. Negro representation in East 
Africa is being greatly increased. For the first time in history a majority of the 
legislature on the Gold Coast of Africa will be native. 


The "Labor" government in Britain has issuod a directive to "keep wealth in the 
colonics by altering the allocation of taxcs." 


On the surface these changes in the British Empire indicate to those who wish to 
shut their eyes, and look no further than surface phonomona, an end to British Imp- 
erialism. The “Labor" government, we are supposed to believe has decided to liquid- 
ate all the horrible vices and the rigid oppression of British Imperialism. Ac- 
tually, however, the “Labor" government is nothing but a more capable watchdog of 
British Imperialism. It is fully cognizant of the roalities of the situation and 
it knows full well that the old imperialist policy cannot longer sustain the Empire 
in the prescnt period. The men and women of the British Colonial Empire have just 
gone through a ware The men have been in armies , those who did not fight in the 
war itself at least armeo themselves and participated either in a Japanese or Brit- 
ish partisan movement. Mr. Attlee recognizes full well that the people in Burma, 
Malaya, Africe and India are not only indignant ageinst the abuses of the Empiro, 
but their indignation has takon on an organized form. Nationalism is moro rampant 
in the colonies today than ever before, and what is more, the natives are ARMED. 


NOT ENOUGH TROOPS AVAILABLE 


Obviously in the light of these things some concessions must be made. Te police 
this whole area would require ten or fifteen million troops and a terrific expend- 
iture in money. Furthermore Britain does not have either the soldiers or the money 
to spare for such tasks. 


Andrew Roth, an expert on the British Empire, wrote recently that "with its facto- 
ries undermanned it (the British Empire} cannot spare soldiers to suppress colonial 
uprising, nor does its economic situation, which now dictates a life of shabby 

austerity for the masses of its people, permit the financing of such undertakings." 


If the "Labor" government, thereforey makes a few concessions, they are obviously 
dictated by the explosive circumstances in the colonies themselves. But the cone 
cessions thomselves have been excecdingly niggardly and in most cases meaningless. 
For instance, half of the legislature in Malaya is still appointed. The Celanese 
self-government merely means that they police thoir own “criminals.” The repre- 
sentation in the various legislatures for the colonials is moaningless for the sim- 
ple reason that all the legislature is merely advisory in nature. The Secretary 

of State for colonies can dissolve any law in any of these countries, and the Gov- 
ernor General can veto any act of the legislatures. 
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S peas a program of "gradualism", 
on status for all the Brit- 


The Labor Party apologists have proclaimed that th 
domi ni 

ated. This is sheer bunk, 
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that ad the end of the hcrizon looms freedom anda 
ish Colonies, tnat the capitalist yoke will be ree 
however. The Labor Party policy in all ths ecolonie 
Shell Oil Company, Imperial Chemicals, Unilever, and m 


clearly dictated »y Dues 
ny others 


FROM ONE POCKET TO ANOTHE 


Here is one example, for instance of how the Labor party policy works. The Govern- 
ment loaned 87 million pounds to Burma recently. This was supposed to be a gratuit- 
ous gesture to the colonial people. when looked et more closcly however, it becomes 
obvious that the a portion of that 87 million pounds loan will go to the 
British firms, Steel Brothers limited, who will now use this money to reestablish 
their senonely in the cottons rice ee teak industries of Burma. Imperialism evid- 
ently still reigns 


The Labcr Party is apologizing to the masses in England for this unvarnished aid to 
the old imperial monopolies. The excuse is being used that "we need foreign ex- 
change." Such an excuse, however, can obviously cover every sin on the horizon. 
The unvarnished fact is that the imperialist policy of Great Britain has been mod- 
ified considerably to meet the new nocds of the times. But its basic predatory 
character still remains... 


American Impcrialism long ago discovered that it is much cheaper to humble and con- 
trol the native populations with fine words and eccnomic penetration than with the 
sword. America controls Brazil, Cuba, Peru, Mexico, Fhillipine Islands and fifty 
other countries throughout the globe merely on the basis of economic penetration 
and their puppets. This method is cheaper and more effective. It makes it possible 
to cloak imperialism in high-fallutin words such as “independence”. America too 
points to its “independence” for the Phillipines as sign that it is not imverial- 
istic. Certainly the United States is tickled pink to give the Phillipines its 
independence now when the Phillipine peasants, particularly those in the interior, 
are ‘on the verge of revolution. It is well known that the Phillipine economy could 
not exist for five minutes without the hundreds of millions in loans that America 
is giving to ths puvpet government in the Phillivines today. It would take a half 
million Amcrican troops at least to police tho Phillipine Islands in their present 
state of "disorder." ‘Yall Street, therefore, finds a convenient device of permit- 
ting the native bourgeoisie to police its own oppressed infinitely cheaper than 

the policy of direct intervention. 


To this policy the British Empire now turns belatedly. We shall unquestionably 
hear much more in the future &bout the “end of imperialism." Every revolutionist 
will know, however, that imperialism, far from diminishing in scope is becoming © 
broader and infinitcly more viciouss that the new cloaks are being put on merely 
to hide the basic character of this imperialism and to cffectively mobilize - they 
hope - a thoroughly disgusted and disillusioned citizenry to preparation for more 
and more predatory wars 
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